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THE 


PREFACE 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


R eligious Societies. 


P 


GEN TRIES, 


LDY: VU * of a ſincere Regard to 
Truth, and a Chriſtian Inten- 
PZ 24 tion of doing ſomething that 


\ might be ſerviceable to promote 
the General Good (eſpecially 


| that of the Religious Societies) I have thought 


it expedient and highly neceſſary, to conſider 
the Means which will moſt probably con- 


| duce to it, and to endeavour to prevent thoſe 
Imputations of Guilt, which will be the un- 


avoidable Conſequences, if You (who having 
ſignaliz'd Vourſelves by a peculiar and lauda- 


ble Manner of promoting the Glory of God) 
would be e ab, 2 every Wind of 
5 Doctrine. : 


2 Te PREFACE. 
Doctrine. I have ſufficient Reaſon for this 


Caution, becauſe I know of ſome among 
You who have fallen from the Faith which 
ws once deliver d to the Saints, and have 
fwerved from the Holy Commandments, ſo 
plainly and familiarly enjoin'd; and this 
thro! an Adherence to the Doctrine of one, 
who plainly appears to me (may God pardon 
me if I think wrong) to place Religion, thro'. 
a miſtaken Zeal, in Perturbations of Mind, 
Poſſeflions of God, Extatic Flights, and 
Supernatural Impulſes. With what other 
View Mr. W. could remit his Journal to you, 
I cannot conceive, if it was not to make his 
Rule of Action the Standard for yours. 
1 have more Charity than to think it was out 
of any particular View of Temporal Profit, 
but rather as religious Incitements to the : 
Furtherance of C hriſtianity ; and in this 
Light J ſhall contider it, and endeavour to 
thew the Diflervice he is doing to the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, v-hilft he thinks himſelf a ſincere 
Votary for it. | + 
As his Friends then have Fas oy pro- 
per to make his Journal public to the World, 
with Inconſiſtences running thro' it, it is * 
lowable, and highly reaſonable, for any Man 
to make proper Remarks upon them, ſo that 
7 tory: deviate not from Candour and Modeſty; 
which I have endeavoured to be careful not 


to be guilty of. TOS: it may bo thought 
* 0 


The PREFACE. 3 


by ſome Readers, and eſpecially thoſe that 
have a kind of prejudic d Eſteem for him, 


that in ſome Places the Remarks may ſeem 


to be expreſſed with Warmth. To this 
I anſwer, That they ought to lay aſide all 


| Byals to their Warte and then examine 


them impartially; and I believe they will 


find them no where warm, but where his 
_ Expreſſions ſeem to iich the Glory that is 


Juſtly due to the All-wiſe Deity, by e e | 


Ing the common Accidents and Occurrences 
of Life, to the extraordinary Interpoſitions 
of his Providence. For by this Means 


he deſtroys that F re- Agency which was 


immutably aſſigned to Man at his Forma- 


tion, by the Great Author of Nature. I would 
not here be thought to expreſs myſelf as if 
the Eternal Being could not, or would not 
interpoſe, if he ſaw fit; but will endeavour 


to ſhew that we have no Reaſon to expect it 
in thoſe Caſes, wherein Mr. W. often pretends 
to have Aﬀfiftences: from him; for if we con- 


ſider Man in his Natural State, we ſhall find 
the Original Order of Things to be e 
that he was endowed with leine Fa- 


culties; and thoſe inherent in him in ſuch 


2 Degree, as to make him capable of obſerv- 
ing the Eternal Rules of Piety, Goodneſs, 
Temperance and Juſtice, (thus far all Aſſiſ- 
tances are derived from God, as the Original a 
2 Cauſe ; and we cannot enough exprels our 
1 - B 1 Gratitude 
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4 The PREFACE. 


Gratitude to him for them) which do of 


themſelves tend to make all Creatures happy, 


and the contrary Practice to make them mi- 
ſerable. For by frequently contemplatin 


the infinitely excellent Perfections of God, 


ſo as to excite in us a ſuitable Adoration, 
Love and Imitation of thoſe Perfections; 


a regular imploying all our Powers and Fa- 
culties to ſuch Purpoſes only as they were 
intended for by Nature; and a due ſubjeQting 
all our Appen and Paſſions to the Govern- 
ment of right Reaſon; are evidently the 
directeſt Means to obtain ſuch a ſolid Tran- 
quility of Mind, as is the Foundation and 
principal Ingredient of all true Happineſs : 


the moderate Enjoyment of the good Things 
of this World, and an innocent Indulgence 


of the Pleaſures of Life, are neceſſary to 
preſerve the Health of the Body ; and the 


Practice of a ſtrict impartial Juſtice, the 


moſt certain Means of preſerving the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of Society. Since for 


this End God endowed Man with reaſonable 
Faculties, why ſhould Mr. V., inſtead of 
| endeavouring after an Imitation, pretend to 
an actual Poſſeſſion, of God? Why ſhould he 
make a tranquil Mind to conſiſt of Feelings, 
and the like, when the right Government of 
the Appetites and Paſſions is the only Means 
- to attain it? Why ſhould he deſtroy the 
Heal th of the Body, by. Auſterities, Ce. 


when 


when a moderate Enjoyment of the good 
Things of this Life, is neceſſary to enable us 
to perform the ſeveral Duties of it ? But 
then, ſays Mr. V. This was the Condition 
of Man before his Fall; and fince he did 
fall, and by it entailed on his Poſterit 
a Proneneſs to Sin, rather than an Adhe- 
rence to Virtue, how ſhall we be able to copy 
that Character, which the Creator of all 
Things deſigned as a perfect Rule of Duty, 
without Supernatural Aſſiſtances? To this 
I anſwer, That all who are baptiſed into the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, have received that 
Supernatural Aſſiſtance in Baptiſm, If this 
be granted, and the Grace conferred on us 
then, be adequate to our want of Abilities 
before the Coming of Chr:/t, it muſt be our 
own Wills that muſt determine us whether 
we will be guided by the Rules of the Goſ- 
pel, for the Diſcharge of our Duty, fince we 
| have received Grace ſufficient to empower 
us to perform them; for, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Grace 1s given to every Man to profit withall. 
Having here briefly ſumm'd up the Means 
that will qualify the Chriſtian to walk worthy 
of the Vocation, whereunto he is called, I ſhall 
not enlarge upon the Subject, but ſhall refer 
you to the following Remarks, which will 
make the Inconſiſtences appear more con- 
ſpicuous, when particularly pointed out, and 
CCF 8 
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therefore ſhall conelude this Addreſs with 


a general Exhortation. 


As the greateſt Advantages to Mankind 
ariſe from a well regulated Society, ſo the 
greateſt Misfortunes are the neceſſary Conſe- 


quences of a'bad One: for the Influence of 


Example is oreat, let it ſtand in either of 


theſe Lights ; but particularly ſo, when the 


Baſis of a Society is deſigned for the Ad- 
vancement of Religion. In this View I con- 
ſider Yours ; and think your ſelecting Your- 


ſelves into particular Bodies, for Improvements 


of the Mind, and Works of Charity, are fo 
laudable, that it muſt command the Eſteem 
of all good Men, and be a Means of reclaim- 
ing the Bad. However, I am not a Stranger 
to thoſe cauſeleſs Diviſions among you, occa- 
fioned by Mr. Z's Doctrine, and others of 
his Stamp, which have even drove ſome of 


you into Deſpair; and have cauſed others 


(really pious and well-meaning People) not 
to be eaſy in themſelves, but to think their 
Eternal Happineſs forfeited, thro' a Want of 
thoſe Feelings, waich he preſcribes as the 
neceſſary Ingredient for a good Chriſtian, 
I ſhall leave it to You to think, whether any 
Doctrine, attended with ſuch melancholic and 
frightful Conſequences, can be a Means of 
promoting the Glory of God, and benefiting = 
Mankind: I doubt not but you will think 
in the Negative. If ſo, let me exhort each 


of 


Th PREFACE 7 
of you, according to his Power, to endeavour 
to ſuppreſs it. The only Means that I can 


recommend to you, is to work on thoſe who 


are falling from you by gentle Means; to 


remove from their Minds all vain Expec- 


tations of theſe new Tokens of the Spirit, 


Pangs, Feelings, and the like; and to inform 


them that the only Fruit of the Spirit is 


Righteouſneſs and always to keep up in 


them a Senſe, that their Services being 
according to the beſt of their Endea- 
vours . (tho' imperfect) will be acceptable 


with God, through the Merits of Chriſt. 


This will preſerve them from Deſpair, and 


be the only Means to prevent thoſe frightful 
Thoughts affecting the Mind. But if they 


ſhould at any time afterwards preſent them 


ſelves, let them always keep in Memory Our 


bleſſed Saviour's Deſcription of the Particu- 
lars, by which every Man is to be judged at 


the laſt Day, where there is no Mention 
made of Inward Feelings, Poſſeſſions, and 


the like ; but :/ he was hungry, ye gave him 


| meat ; if be wwas thirſty, ye gave him drink , 
if he was a flranger, ye took him in; naked, 
Je clothed him; eb, ye viſited bim; in priſon, 


ye came to him. Ye ſhall anſwer, FT when 
Jaw we thee an hungred or this, ty, a flranger, 
| naked, ſich, or in priſon, and miniſtred unto 

_ thee? Then ſhall he ſay to you, Inaſmuch as 


ye Pave done 11 it nts the leaſt of theſe my bre- 


hren, 
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tbren, ye have done it "unto me. Therefore, 


Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared fir you from the Beginni ng 


of the World. 


I confeſs, that the Zeal Mr, V. appeared 
with Here to promote the Glory of God, 
made me eſteem and admire him, which 
I ſhould have retained had his Journal never 
been publiſhed. But there being, as before 


obſerv'd, ſo many Inconſiſtences and falſe 


Notions of Religion in it, I could not help 
endeavouring to undeceive others, ſince I am 
ſo much deceived in him myſelf. 


I am 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher, 


T-6. 


ON THE REVEREND 


Mr. — 8 Journal. 


you the Motives of his going 
abroad, viz. That he had conti- 
S nued ſupplicating God for a Ycar 


= HS whether he ſhould go or not; and 
from thence concludes that he had a full 
Conviction it was the Divine Will. Accord- 


ingly he fet out for Deptford, with four 


Friends, where he lay all Night. Next 
Morning he went in queſt of his Ship, and 
underſtanding that it would lye at Graveſend 
for ſome time, he returned to Deptford, 
where it providentially happened, that a Lec- 


ture was to be preached that Evening, which 


thro! the Importunity of Friends hepreached, 


having no Notes, without the leaſt Heſi- 


tation; and concludes that Day with theſe. 
Words, 0 What e me great Ce: nfort, 
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tbren, he * have done it unto me. Therefore, 
Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 


Kingdom prepared for you from the Beginning 
of the World, © 


I confeſs, that the Zeal Mr. W. appeared 
with Here to promote the Glory of God, 
made me eſteem and admire him, which 
I ſhould have retained had his Journal never 
been publiſhed. But there being, as before 
obſerv'd, ſo many Inconſiſtences and falſe 
Notions of Religion in it, I could not help 
endeavouring to undeceive others, fince I am 
ſo much deceived in him myſelf. 


"1 am . 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher, 


1 G. 
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ON THE REVEREND 


Mr. Whitefield's Journal. 


pe you the Motives of his going 
O abroad, viz. That he had conti- 


Es 7, 8, 9, Mr. V. gives 


ingly he fet out for Deptford, with four 


Friends, where he lay all Night. Next 
Morning he went in queſt of his Ship, and 
_ underſtanding that it would lye at Graveſend 


for ſome time, he returned to Deptford, 


where it providentially happened, that a Lec- 
ture was to be preached that Evening, which 
thro the Importunity of Friends hepreached, 
having no Notes, without the leaſt Heſi- 
tation; and concludes that Day with theſe _ 
Words, © What gave me great 1 


. I nued ſupplicating God for a Year 
and Half, whether he ſhould go or not; and 
from thence concludes that he had a full 
Conviction it was the Divine Will. Accord- 


rer 


Day long. 
God's being with him, are many of them ſuch 
a Manifeftlation, or rather Senſation, of him, 
as was never before heard of.] 


10 REMARKS on 


and made me more thankful, was, that the 


Opportunity, I believe, was granted i in An- 
ſwer to Prayer,” [I. evidently appears then, 
that be had prayed for this Opportunity ; if 


fb, there was no Occaſion for great Importu- 


nity ;' and .by his praying for it, ſhews, that 
he thought his Exlempore Effuſions would be 
more ſerviceable to the Audience, than the 


ſtudied Diſcourſe of the Perſon who was 40 
have preached ; and unleſs theſe were his Sen- 
timents, when here, how can we account for 


his preaching frem one End of the Town 70 the 


other, | 


Page 10. He was again preſſed to preach, 


and he looked upon the People's Importu- 
nity as a Call of Providence. [Tf be had 


inſiſted upon Preaching, and the People had 


been againſt it, no doubt but that would have 


heen a Gall of Providence to. 


Page 11. He favs, © This Day God was 


with me of a Truth; was aſſiſted in writ- 


ing Letters, and had God with me all the 
” [The Particulars which expreſs 


Page 12. He feels the Comforts of a re- 


tired Life, [The Comforts, no doubt, were 
ſpiritual ones; yet he bleſſes Gd for calling 7 


bum whither he Was going. 


5 Page - 
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Page 13. To uſe his own Words. © To 


Day obtained what I prayed for, viz. a 


Place to retire into; for Capt. V. on my 
bare mentioning the Want of ſuch a Thing, 


offered me the free Uſe of his Cabin.” Tif | 
the Capt. had at firſt refuſed the Cabin, and 


after Mr. W's Prayer to Gad, had granted 


it him; it would have been Kere more 


probable that by Prayer he had obtained it.] 


Page 14. He began to feel the Power of 


Faith more than ever he did before. E : 
be does not explain.] 


Page 15. He imputes it to God for excit- 


ing Perſons every where to entertain him. 


Dy might not their entertaining him be at- 
inne rather to Curigſity than Providential; 
eſpecially, as he always made himſelf popular 
 Where-ever he went, However, he ſeems to 
arrogate much Merit to himſelf, by infinuat- 
ing as i, he was a peculiar Favorite of Hea- 


ven, a choſen Veſſel, and, Apoſtolic like, tho he 
went without Seri, 'p or Shoes, yet lacked na- 


2 ] 


Page 16. Had a moſt comfortable Senſe 
of the Divine Preſence with him in many 
Particulars. [This is bis uſual Flight of En- 
thuſiafim, to ſay no worſe of it.] 
Page 17. Being at Prayer with F riends, he 
| ſays, Even here God did not leave my 
Miniſtry without Witneſs, for he was pleaſed 
to 1 Ane 1 faid, 0 a Poor Wo- 
2 =, man's 
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man's Heart, who providentially came in | at 


the Time: He remarks upon this, Behold 
how great a Fire this little Spark kindled be- 
fore we left Deal.” [An excellent Connexion 
this; nevertheleſs, the Fire kindled, was, That 
at the Report of the poor Woman, eight or 


nine poor Women more came to hear him; but 


what Effect it had upon them he does not tell 
us. However, the firſt poor Woman had 
SOMETHING 7mpreſſed upon her Heart; 
therefore that SOMETHING with him was 


ſupernatural, for if ſhe had been wicked, and 
 thewing a Sorrow for her Sins bad been that 


SOMETHING, Contrition upon Reprehenſion 


1s a natural Conſequence; and to be certain 
 wobether her Contrition was real, he could not, 
for Time muſt prove the Penitent. But ſup- 


poſing that ſhe was a good Woman ; it appears 
that be could not be ſatisfied till ſhe had expe- 


rienced one of bis Feelings, which ſhe ge 


ſhe did; tho it ſeems more likely that it 
ceeded either from a tively Flow of the Au 


mal Spirits, or the Sweetneſs of Reflection after 
the Diſcharge of ſome Duty, than any preſent 


; Supernatural Cauſe. 


Page 18. Upon being diſappointed - of 


having Letters from London, he gave Thanks 
to God, [Giving Thanks akoays ſuppoſes ſome 
5 Benefit received, unleſs any Evil i is avoided by 
foe Nee, : 


Pap 
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Page 19. He ſays, Methinks I fee] my 
Friends in London pray for me.” [When 
internal Feelings ſpeak the Actions of People 
at a Diſtance, what will they not be expreſſive 
of. | >. 8 
"bop 20. He fays, © O! wherefore did 
I in the leaſt fear? What am I when left to 
myſelf?” [Tf Fear be a natural Paſſion, and 


5 Danger muſt ever prove it, Mr. W. need 
not upbraid himſelf ; for to be a new Creature 
| (which is no more than a Converſion from Sin, 
| and living by the Goſpel Rules) neither deſtroys 
| the Paſſions nor their Objects.] 1 
Page 21. He was much aſſiſted in his 
Evening Expoſition on the Catechiſm; and 1 
a little before, he ſpread his Letters to his 9 
Correſpondents before the Lord, and begged ! 
| that he might ſend them Anſwers of Peace. 
[It would be becoming him, as a Chriſtian, if — 
55 Aſſiſtances were real, to communicate to | | 
the World how he knows them to be ſuch.) {| 
| Page 22. Anſwered his Correſpondents, \ 
then laid down, filled with ſuch Foy as no | 
Man could take from him. [As for the 
Joy that he poſſeſſes from Internal Feelings, 
"E. and the like, they are ſuch, that no wiſe Man 
I and good Chriſtian would defire to rob him gf. 
bo Page 23. He ſays, I have ſcarce known i! 
F a Time that I have preached any where, | 
. but I have ſeen ſome Effect of my Doctrine, I! 
A Proof this, I hope, that the Words are 6 
4 


14 ͤ; REMARKS wm 


not my own, and that God is with me of 
a Truth.” [Unſeſs bis Words were better, it 
would be more Modeſty in bim to take his 
 DWirds to him elf, and not charge them fooliſhly 
on God.] 
Page 24. Preaching to the Dea People, 
he had an Opportunity of ſhewing the ab- 
ſolute Unlawfulneſs of running Goods; a 
Sin that moſt eaſily beſets the Deal People: 
And preaching to the fame People again 
the next Morning, he fays, I was fur- 
prized to fee ſuch a Number of People; 
but all Dea! ſeems to be in a holy Flame. 
X ſurprizing Revolution this, when but the 
Day before, be charged them with Injuſlice, 
and aſſerts, That it is a reigning Vice among 
them. By this it plainly appears, that Extatic 
Flights, with him, (which be calls the Gifts 
of the Spirit) are more acceptable to God,. 
than doing Juſtice, {going Mercy, and wall. = 
ing humbly. : 
"Page 25. Converſing with an Anabaptiſt, 
he found him to be a ſpiritual Man, and 
therefore they agreed in their Sentiments con- 
cerning the New Birth, &c. [That they Ml 
hold agree, admits of no Wonder, when the s | 
 Spurtt, without which neither of them, by their 
| Tonets, can ds any thing, 1s made tbe Conter of 
Union.] 3 
Page 26. God enabled. ins to continue 


expounding thee ee Hours, without Tntermil- 
tion 
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ſion or the leaſt Wearineſs. It world be 
no Wonder if be had continued a Week ſo, fince 
he ignorantly and almoſt blaſphemouſly aſſerts 
before; That his Words are not his own, but 
that God is with him of a Truth | 
Page 27. He was aſraid to ſing a Pſalm, 
Mr. H. being at Deal with Friends, Where 
was my Courage then, he fays, Lord what 
am I when left to myſelf,” An excellent 
Reaſon that be could not ſing; and his omitting 
to jing, he urges, as a Prof that God had 
| forſaken him.) A few Hours after, he ſays, 
« He had a feeling Poſſeſſion of his God. a 
bat be means by this will puzzle any one ; 
| for by God's being with him at one Time, oi 
not at another, ſeems to infer as if he denied 
the Omnipreſens: of tbe Dei). 
FF The next Day preaching at Deal, the 
| Church was quite crowded, and many went 9 
away for want of Room; ſome ſtood upon = 
the Ker of the Church on the Outſide, and 5 
looked in at the Top Windows, and all 
ſcemed eager to hear the Word of God. 
| [Sure the People were Strangers to the Word j 
„% God there! Of what: Uſe then was the — 
C burcb, and the Parſen belonging to it ? TC 
very probably, the Parſm being a Man of = 
Senſe, and a modeſt Chriſtian, did not pretend | 
to any other Gifts than the Grace conferred on 
Lim by Baptijm, (tho Mr. W. pretends to — 
more 91 Age. is ve! ery probable that the EET 
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ple, who” had before heard no new-fangled 
Doctrine, were excited, thro Curioſity, to ſee 
or hear Mr. W. and not out of a real Motive 
for Inſtruction. If it was for Inſtruction, 
I think it highly reflects upon the Miniſter of 
the Place, as a Man not qualified to preach 
FLY OR . 
Page 28. In the Evening, after the fore. 
going Sermon, he had ſuch Numbers came 
to hear him, that hE was obliged to divide 
them into four Companies; and he ex- 
pounded from Six to Ten. Some would 
have perſwaded him to diſmiſs the laſt 
Company, but he ſays, I could not beat 
to let ſo many go away empty. [F Mr. 
W. had not a very great Opinion of himſelf, 
and a Deſire of becoming popular, he Would 
have diſmiſſed them with an Admonition 1 
| keep to their reſpective Paſtors, and contented 
himſelf with his Ship's Crew, who could di, 
pence with all his Labour in the Work of tb. 
Lord, if be would make Uſe of proper Means, 
. and perſwade Men to the Practice of Goodn) 
by  Chriſttan Moti ves, inſtead of the Doctrim 
he is endeavouring to advance. = 
Page 29. The Sea being boiſterous, and 
the Water daſhing in his Face, he went on 
ſinging Pfalms, &c. Doubtleſs, fays he, 
I was in Jeopardy ; But wherefore ſhould , 
I fear, having ſo many on Shore praying fo 
me. [This ſeems to be ſomething very extra 
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ordinary, that the Prayers of the People ſhould a 
urniſh him with ſo much Confidence, that w_— 
tho the Waves daſhed in his Face, th ey could | 
not overwhelm him.] 

Page zo. Being kindly crit and cour- 
teouſly entertained and lodged at Mr. R's, 
he adds, „The Lord reward him a Thou- 
ſand Fold.” Does not this Expreſſion (tho 
very proper in Cafes where the Favour cannot 
be returned) ſeem here to imply, as if Mr. W. 
thought he had as efficacious a Power as the 

Apoſtles: ; who, when they were kindly lodged 
amd entertained in any Houſe, had a C m- 
miſſion from their Maſter, to jay, Peace be to 
this Houſe, and their Peace Should remain 
upon it?] 

Page 31. He wrote ſome Letters, and 
es God for the Opportunity he had of 
ſending them. F they were of the ſame 
Hf Stamp as his Journal, he has very little Rea- 
n to bleſs God for the Opportunity.) N 
page 32. He was inlarged in Interceſſion. | | 
Ai odd Expreſſion this, and inexplicable; 2: | 
but it frequently occurs.| ; 
= Page 33. He ſays, O that my Friends 5 | 
WW would help me to give Thanks. [Ven 5 
Man has gotten (as Mr. W. vainly pretends 
V have) a thorough Senſe of the Divine Pre- 
Luce with him, and a feeling Poſſeſſion of Goa, 
W one coul think he ſhould have very little { 
Occaſion for Friends to cite bis Gratituae l 

D 10 
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to the Eternal Being, with whom he is 5 


intimately acquainted.] 


Page 34. One Morning he went upon 
Deck, and a more noble awful Sight his Eyes 
never till then beheld, for the Waves roſe 
more than Mountains high, and came upon 
the Quarter-Deck ; upon this he crept upon 


his Knees between Decks, and ſung Pſalms, 
| [As prudential Means are allnwed Man for his 


Safety, be ought to have endeavoured to have 
contributed towards that of others, inſtead f 


finging Pſalms ; but that would fruſtrate his 


ſeeming Deſigns of being thought above Human 


Concerns.) 


Page 35. He ſays, Tho' the Ship was in 
agreat t Storm, yet I laid my ſelf a- croſs a Chair 
reading; and God was ſo good, ſo to aſſiſt 


me by his Spirit, that tho Things were tum. 
bling, the Ship rocking, and Perſons falling 


dow n unable to fland, and fick about me, 
yet I never was more chearful in my Lite, 
and was enabled, tho' in the midſt of Com- 


pany, to finiſh a Sermon before I went to 
| Bed. [Can any Man be ſo infatuated, as 


not to fee thro this Preſumptuous, Unchriſtian, 


5 Self-afſuming Arrogance? When People were 


unable to ſtand and jick, to be chearful ; and 
not to have ſo much of the Cood. natured 


Chriſtian Sympathizing Spirit left, as 10 


endeavour lo aſſiſt them, but to go unconcernedly 


0 ful, a Sermon before he went 10 Bed! This 


— 
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beſpeaks ſuch a Want of Charity as will 
hardly admit of a Parallel; and to attribute 
ſuch a Behaviour to the Guidance of the Eter- 
nal Spirit, whoſe Mercy and Compaſſion are 


bis darling Attributes, is direct Blaſphemy.] 


Page 39. Mr. W. begins this Second Part 


of his Journal to his Correſpondents; © That 


he knew no Reaſon why they ſhould be ſol- 
licitous about ſuch a dead Dog as he was; 


yet as their Love abounded exceedingly to- 


wards him, he was poſitive\they would give 
Thanks to God for the Mefcies he had con- 


| ferred upon him, Cc.“ [That he knew no 
\ Reaſon is falſe, but that they had no Reaſon 
F rightly conſidered and properly applied) is 
true; for to pity him, and to endeavonr to ſuip- 
preſs his dangerous Tenets, is the Part of a 


good Chriſtian, but no further, His calling 


| himſelf a dead Dog, is @ very odd Expreſſion, 
eſpectally fince he often aſſerts, That he has a 


feeling Poſſeſſion of God, and that his Words 


| are not his own, but that God is with him of 


a Truth. His ufing it might be to be thought 


| bumble, but tis much to be feared ſpiritual 


gs, FP 4 ↄVÄ¹¹ü ©; = ws 
Page 40. Being offered the Uſe of a Pul- 


pit, he ſays, O whata bleſſed Thing it is 


for the Clergy to live together in Unity.“ 


| [TheClergyman, like ſome of his Brethren here, 
bad done better in refuſing than lending the 
D Pulpit, fince he had no Licence to preach: 


D 2 | And - 
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And tis much to be wiſhed, that the Pouer 
repeſed in the Biſhops, to prevent Itinerant 
Preachers, was put in Execution, as it is the 
only Means to check the dangerous Progreſs of 
this Enthuſiaſtic Scheme.) 

Page 41. To uſe his own Words: © Long 
before I reached Gibraltar, I prayed that 
God would open an eftectual Door at the 
Place whither I was going, and direct me 
where I ſhould lodge: and lo, this Day he 
has anwered me : Abont Ten in the Morn- 
iyg comes Capt. M. on Board, telling me that 
one Major S. (a Perſon I never faw) had pro- 
vided me a convenient Lodging at Merchant 
B's, and deſired that I would come on Shore. 
1 looking upon this as a Call of Providence, 
received it with all Thankfulneſs, and went.“ 
[Can all this be inſerted without any View of 
tas, in having the World think him a kind of 
an Apoſtle? And can any be ſo void of Reaſon, 
as not to ſee through it? For here he pretend. 
tormitate St. Paul; ths wwe read of none ſince 
| the Apoſtles, that were thus conducted by the 
Hand of Heaven; and why Mr. W. ſhould 

ta ay Claim to it I know not; unleſs it be that 
de Prophecy of Chriſt ſhould be werified, 
which ſays, If any Man ſay to you, Lo! Chriſt 
is bere or there, believe it not; for there ſhall 
ariſe falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, and ſhall 
25 ere had Signs and Wonders, rnſomuch that 


Oi 
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/; if it were 2 ble) they ſhall deceive the very 
Elect.) 


"Mo 42. He fays, © He was ſoon con- 
vinced that God ſent him that Lodging of 
a Truth.” [By what Tokens he was aſſured 


| of this he is ſilent] Converſing with ſome Peo- 


ple at Gibraltar, he was quite aſhamed of his 


little Proficiency in the School of Chrift.” 
[Very flrange, that he, whoſe Tongue was the 
Inſtrument of the M. ord of God, ſoould be baf- 


fled by thoſe who pretended to no Juch AY, Han- 


 ces.] 


Page 43. He ſays, © God brought him 
to ſome ſecret ones, who tremble at his 


Word; and adds, By this I know thou fa- 


oak: me, O Lord” An excellent Means 
this, to be aſcertained of God's Favour.) 


Page 44. Speaking of the extraordinary 
Succeſs of a Sermon he had preached, he 


ſays, © May I never claim as my own what 


is thy le Property.” [ Here he pretends again 
to make his own Compoſitions to be God's, by 


calling it his ſole Property; except he means 


the Succeſs to be God's Property; if ſo, he 


| | attributes great Merit to himfelf”; for if the 


Sermon had not been extraordinary, it 1s natu- 
ral to think, it would not have been produttive 


of ſuch Succeſs. But it Ae more likely to be 


; hoben of the Sermon.] 


| Page 46. He fays, © God was pleaſed to 
1 ſet his Seal to his Sermon. [hat is meant 


y 
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by Seal I know not. But this J am certain 
of, that with all theſe Aſſiſtances, it is no 
Wonder, if he ſhould Jpeak beyond what Man 


ever yet ſpake, tho I can't find any thing like 
it in his Sermons already publiſhed. 


Page 47. He ſays, © Drunkenneſs is 


Sin x 4 molt eaſily beſets the Men of Gi. = 


braltar. [ How he can make a Connexion be- 


tween this Aﬀertion, and the Acclamation, 
A. #5: O happy Gibraltar, that haſt ſuch a 


Sett of praying Men! I can't conceive. How- 
ever, it ſeems to infer as if be could diſpenſe 


auith. a Moral Turpitude, ſo they did but pray. 


In the ſame Page, ſpeaking of ſome Perſon 
that withed himlelf a deſpiſed Methodiſt, 


he ſays, © We are not fit for God to work 5 
by, till we are deſpiſed of Men.” [ He is 
à very unfit Perſon Hon ; ſince he gives many 
Iuſtances of the Eſteem and Regard he meets 
with every where, But, pure. be thinks, 


theſe who" exhibit them to him are more than. 
Ien, being ſpiritualized thro bis Praying 
and P, eaching.] 

Page 48. He ſays, Many hs were quite 


blind, have received their Sight.” [This be- 


ing a Thing ſo ſeldom heard of, it ſrems likely 


10 beg Palſy; and that he inſerted it to have 


the Iorld think that God worked this Mira- 


cle upon bis Account; for fince be has ſuch 
2 Notion of God's tle fin þ him, what will be 
not * 


va. - 
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Page 49. He ſays, What a Pity is it 
_ Chriſt's ſeamleſs Coat ſhould be rent.” | He is 
going the way to make the Breach wider than 
many that were before him.] 
Page 50. He is fearful to fall thro the 
Pride of his Heart. [Too many of bis 
Expreſſions give Mankind Room to fear that 
will be his Fate.] In the ſame Page, he 
lays, Becauſe his Will rebelled inwardly, 
| it ſhewed him what a Diſtance he was from 
| God. [If God be omnipreſent, how comes 
Mr. V., who pretends to Poſſeſſions, Ma- 
| nifeſtations, and the like, to be at ſuch a 
Diſtance from him. The Rebelling of the 
Will was his Proof, tho' that was none to 
St. Paul; for if it was not to rebel, where 
could be the Virtue of keeping it in Sub- 


jection.] 


Page 51. Enquiring into che Faith of 
ſome, he found they knew enough to ſave 
them. [Since we are ſo unhappily divided 
about our Doctrine of Faith, neceſſary to 

Salvation, he would do well to tell us what 
that Knowledge is that is ſufficient to fave} 
Page 52. He fays, Had much of the 
Preſence of God with me. [God, whom 
no Man hath ſeen, you fod, hath often 
manifeſted himſelf to Mr. V. 1] A little 
after, he ſpeaks that he had <i/5ble Effects of 


| his Miniſtry. He ſhould have mentioned 


x what the Tire were, and then we might 


have N 
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have judged of their Goodneſs; but fince 
we hear of no other Influences, than Pangs 
of the New Birth, Poſſeſſions, and the like, 
what they are good for I know not.] 

Page 53. Had above an Hour's cloſe Con- 
verſation with his Companions concerning 
their Interior. [I ſuppoſe he means by it 
Feelings. But this I take to be a Methe- 
diſtical Term, for, I muſt confeſs, 1 don't 
rightly underſtand it. 
Page 54. Had near two Hours cloſe Con- 
verſation with a Gentleman, in whom ap- 
peared many Marks of the New Birth. 
[One would think, if he had nof done it to 
puzzle and confound Mankind, and to be 
highly thought» of, he would never have 
made Uſe of ſuch unintelligible Epithets; 
for I know of but one Mark of the New 
Birth, and that is, its Fruit in Righteouſneſs] 
In the ſame Page he fays, © The Weather 
was exceeding pleaſant, and God's Holy 
Spirit ſeemed to be moving on the Faces of 
ſome of the Souls in the Ship.“ [How, or 
in what Manner he does not tell us; but by 
the Unaccountableneſs of the Expreſſion, 

with many others of the like kind, not re- 
cited in theſe Remarks, one would think I 
that he was arrived at ſuch a Height of En- 
thuſiaſm as to cauſe Intervals of Madnels; 
which is generally che Caſe with thoſe Peo- 


. le. 
per” Pop: 
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ſhew me wherefore he has ſent me. [It] is 


very ſtrange, that he ſhould have prayed tor 


a Your and Half, and have had ſo many 
Manifeſtations. of the Deity to him ſince, 


and a Stranger till now, pete he was 


ſent! This Aſſertion is a direct Contradiction 
to ſeveral before recited Paſſages; and there- 


fore it is to be hoped his Favourers will not 


be ſo blinded, as not to obſerve them.] 
Page 56. He fays, © Had our Bleſſed 


Lord been in the Ship, he believed he would 
have wept to have ſeen what Havock Sin 


had made among them.” [Very good Ef- 
fects of his Miniſtry truly; and it ſeems 


3 very ſtrapge, that they ſhould be viſited with 


Judgments on the Account of Sin, upon the 


Faces of whom the Eternal Spirit had been 


pleaſed to move. Indeed, he faid, It moved 


upon ſome, which perhaps might not - 
upon theſe. Nevertheleſs, how he could 
AI iſtinguiſh it to be upon ſome, and not upon 
all, is a Miſtery, and, I hope, unworthy of 

#1 all Men to receive.] [The Reader muſt 

W here obſerve that the Journal is wrong pag'd, 


tor inſtead of 57. it begins 49.] 5 
Page 57. He ſays, We had much of 
God's Preſence with us.“ the Invi- 

fible God appears to all.] 5 
Page 58. There are none of his Wild 
Enthuſiaſtic FR e 


Page 5 5. He ſays, Now God begins _— 
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Page 59. He lays, ©* Great Enlargement 
of Heart has been given me for four Days 
paſt, but particularly to Day, in which God 
has vouchſafed me much of his Preſence. 
[In the fame Page, and on the fame Day, 
he complains of the Corruptions of his 
Heart, which he calls the Amalekztes remain- 


ing in his Soul. I think theſe Inconſiſtences 


appear ſo plain, that any Reader may Is 


ceive them.] 


Page 60. Speaking of a Perſon expiring, 


he ſays, © His Soul ſeemed full of God.” 


[An odd Expreſſion this, and needs _ 
nation. ] 

Page 61. To uſe his own Words. « ] aW 
a Water Spout coming, and was ſurprized 


to obſerve a ſudden Calm for about fix Mi- 
nutes round the Ship I was in, when the 
other Parts of the Sea boiled like a Pot, 


But ſurely the Everlaſting 1 A M faid to 


tlie Sea that Inſtant, Let there be a Calm in 


that Place, [Here Mr. . pretends to have 
a Miracle wrought for his Safety; and, I ſup- 


poſe, is mentioned as a Confirmation alſo of 


nis Doctrine, which wants a better Sanction 
than this Water Spout. 


Page 62. The Morning n being 


exceeding applicable, he fays, « By this 
I know God favours me.“ [The Leſſons, 
which were appointed of Courſe, being ap- 
REI is but a poor "gn of God's Fayour.] 


* 5 


3 


his Intereſt promoted. 
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Page 63. He ſays, wm May I fia no more,” 


{8 excellent Wiſh this; and to which 


heartily ſay, Amen.] 
Page 64. Mr. V. concludes his Journal 
with that admirable Tranſlation of Mr. 


Addiſon's on the 239. Plalm; and if through- 


out his Journal he had no more deviated from 


| the Truth, than thoſe excellent Words are 


expreſſive of the Infinite Goodneſs of God, 
it might have been received by all Good 
Men with Regard, his Perſon valued, and 
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AVING finiſhed what I at fiſt 
_ propoſed, in making Remarks on 


many of the Inconſiſtences in Mr. White- 
field's Journal, by fairly and juſtly quoting 


his own Words, I believe if the Reader was 
to refer to the Journal itſelf, he would find 


many more that might have been taken 
Notice of; tho' I muſt confeſs, ſome of his 
Reflections are very well adapted: But as 


theſe Inconſiſtences may be occaſioned thro' 


Hurry, and the like, I have deſignedly omitted 
them, and confined my foregoing Remarks 


to thoſe Particulars, wherein I think God's 


Honour depretiated ; and the Practice of 


Religion fruſtrated. | 
Now that God's Honour is depretiated, 


evidently appears in many of Mr. Whitefield's 
Expreſſions; ſuch as, That he is poſſeſſed of 
God; That his very Words are not his own, 


but God's; and in p. 58. That if God draws 


us, our Affections will aſcend up after him; 
: With many more of the like 5 

- highly detract from the Exalted Notions we 
5 ought to bare of the Deity. For as it is 


ind; which 


allowed 
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allowed by all, that God made Man in the 
Image of himſelf by giving him an Imma- 
terial Soul, and endowing it with Faculties 
capable of judging between Right and 
Wrong; and to what End ſhould he give 
them to him, if at the ſame time he gave 
him not ſufficient Power to exerciſe them? 
Tho' Man by his Fall loſt his Innocency, 
yet Liberty of Will remained ; and by the 
Loſs of his Innocency, Guilt was contracted 
in ſuch a Manner, that by Degrees his De- 
ſcendants ſunk into a general Depravity ; | 
| and would have remained fo, if the Eternal 
Being had not ſent his Son into the World, 
to correct our Vices, and reform our Man- 
ners, and at laſt to offer up himſelf a Victim 
to ſatisfy Offended Juſtice. And as the 


i Doctrine he delivered was ſo different to the 


then general Corruptions of Mankind, which, 
thro' imbibed and miſtaken Notions, inſtead 
of attending to their Reaſon, oratificd their 
Affections and Luſts. This, I fay; the Eter- 
nal God, no doubt, conſidered; and as he 
could nor, thro his inviolable Integrity, 
alter his Original Decree of allowing to 
Man a Freedom of Acting; yet he could. 
without Violence to this Decree, ſuper-add 


| fach a proportionate Meaſure of Grace, as 


to be a Counterballance to theſe Corruptians; 5 
which ſhould again put Man in a Capacity, 


| 1 88 force bim o it by continual  ſupernatu- we 


ral 


* 


ral Impulſes) to abſerve that Rule of Duty, 
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which God originally gave him, and which 
is not abrogated, but fully and particularly 
revealed in the Goſpel of Chrift; for he 
| himſelf ſays, I am * come to deſtroy the Law, 
(that is, the Original Law of Nature, or 
Moral Obligations, ) but to fulfil it. T here- 
fore to think that we have not received 
Grace ſufficient , to perform our Duty, by 


_ continually expecting other Aids and Aſſiſſ- 


ances, is to infer, as if God created and 
redeemed us by Halves, and that he did not 
finiſh his Work; for tho we are taught in 
many Places of Scripture to pray for it, yet 
the praying for it implies no more than this 
That as at the Commiſſion of any Sin, we 
fruſtrate the Grace given, and deſerve to have 
it taken from us, ſo we pray for its Conti- 
nuance with us. I think it evidently a 
| pears then, that by expecting other AL. 
ſiſtances from above, it deſtroys our Freedom 
of Will, and by that means highly detraQs 
from the Glory of God. | 
2dly, That the Practice of Religion is 


| fruſtrated. by Mr. Whitefield's Doctrine, ma- 


nifeſtly appears, by his enjoining /upernatu- 
ral Feelings, as the Mark of the Chriſtian, 
Now that there are Feelings I grant, but that 
they are not ſupernatural J contend for. 
Feelings every Man may be ſenſible of, elſe, 
for what End was Conſcience given him, 

which 
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which was originally deſigned as a faithful 
Monitor, it not fruſtrated by habitual ſin- 


ning. Every Man therefore that is not thus 


hardened, upon the Performance of an 
Duty, finds a kind of Pleaſure, or Elation 
of Mind, reſulting from an applauding Con- 


ſcience; and upon the Commiſſion of any 
Sin, has a Mind uneaſy, aggravated by the 


Stings of a Self-condemning One. I think, 


this may be allowed to be natural; and after 
a right Knowledge of our Duty, our beſt 


Guide, for to have @ Conſcience void of Of 


3 fence, will make us with St. Paul, who hdd 


the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, approach bold- 


lyto the Throne of Grace, to expreſs our hum- 
ble Gratitude to him, who hath made his 
* Service perfect Freedom. I think what St. 


Paul was ſatisfied with, we ought, without 


expecting any other Feelings; which, by 


what I can conceive of them, is a kind of 
Extaſy inſtead of Humility; a Corporally 
loving God, inſtead of a Reverential Awe 
and Adoration; and a Confidence of being 
the Favourites of Heaven, inſtead of hoping 


10 be Wen. '- | 


Now theſe ſapernatural Feelings are with 


Mr. Whitefield, the Conſequences of the New 


Birth, the Nature of which he is widely 


miſtaken in, and which I cannot better make 
appear, than by quoting the Words g of a 


Divine 


| See the Rev. Mr- Silve/er's Serm. on Regen. p. 24. | 


. * 


TY. APPENDIX. 


Divine of: our Church, who ſays; 0 Would 
e ſuch Perſons but attend to the Voice of 
e the: Church, concerning Baptiſinal Rege- 
neration, and inſtead of waiting for Fee- 
, ing within: would exert their utmoſt Pow. 
c ers and Faculties in the Duties of Reli- 
« gion, and the Practice of Virtue, they 
might find in their Lives Tokens that would 
« never fail them; for when they were 2 
_« ſcious that they lived like Chriſtians, 
ce need not doubt of their Regeneration : i 
« they would but refle& that it is. more 

* apreeable to the Goodneſs of God that he 
_ « ſhould be with us from the very Entrance | 
into his Kingdom, then that we ſhould 
« wait for it, we know not till when, and 
ce that only ſome of us ſhould ever have 

* Grace ſufficient to our Salvation, we ſhould 
« 'find great Reaſon to concur with the Opi- 
« nion of the Church upon the Scripture; 
« That we ſhould go to our Baptiſm for 
« the Date of our Regeneration, and to 
«© place the Tokens of its Efficacy in Solid 
Duty, and not in Rapture and Extaſy.” 


FN 1.8. 
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